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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 1 1952 

SY CHANNEL 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ASEC 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR GUIDANCE 

1 . MR. THOMAS J. NICKLE, USAID OFFICER ASSIGNED 
TO CAIRO, ADVISED THAT HE RECEIVED A NEW YEAR'S 

CARD FROM A MR. SYCHANH RATTANA (LAST NAME RATTANA), 
A FORMER USAID EMPLOYEE IN VIENTIANE, LAOS. 

2. THE CARD CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING NOTE: 

"VIENTIANE, 14 lANUARY 1978, DEAR TOM AND PHANH, 

MAY A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR BE YOURS. I 
NEED AN ASSISTANCE OF YOURS, BUT LET ME HAVE YOUR 
ADDRESS AND I'LL WRITE YOU LATER. SINCERELY YOURS, 
SYCHANH RATTANA." 

3. THE CARD WAS ADDRESSED TO MR. THOMAS I. NICKLE, 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, NAIMEY I.D. (EORMER POST), 
WASHINGTON DC 20520 AND THE RETURN ADDRESS WAS 
SYCHANH RATTANA, (SHELL LAOS), C/0 KHUN UTHIT 
INGA WAT, THE SHELL CO OE THAILAND LTD, 140 WIRELESS 
RD, BANGKOK. THE CARD WAS POSTMARKED AS MAILED IN 
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BANGKOK, BUT THE DATE WAS UNREADABLE. 

4. NICKLE ADVISED THAT HE WAS ASSIGNED AS AN 
ACCOUNTANT IN USAID/LAOS BETWEEN OCT 1968 AND SEPT 
1973 AND THAT RATTANA BEGAN WORKING IN AID/LAOS IN 
1970 AS AN ACCOUNTING CLERK. HE WAS IN HIS EARLY 
20'S, ERIENDLY, INTELLIGENT AND PRO-AMERICAN. 
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NICKLE WAS RATTANA'S IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR. 

5. NICKLE IS MARRIED TO A THAI NATIONAL, WHOM HE 
MET IN LAOS. SHE IS STILL A THAI CITIZEN. HER 
PARENTS RESIDE IN NONG KHAI, THAILAND, A CITY ON 
THE BORDER OF THAILAND AND LAOS. IN SEPTEMBER 1975, 
NICKLE VISITED HIS IN-LAWS AT NONG KHAI AND TRIED 
TO CONTACT RATTANA IN ORDER TO SPONSOR HIM IN 
GOING TO THE U.S. IN NOVEMBER 1976, NICKLE RECEIVED 
A LETTER EROM RATTANA IN WHICH HE INQUIRED ABOUT 
THE REFUGEE PROGRAM. RATTANA INDICATED PROBLEMS 
WERE DEVELOPING IN LAOS AND HE WANTED TO KNOW IE 
IT WAS POSSIBLE TO GET TO THE U.S. AS A REFUGEE 

AND HOW OTHER LAOTIANS HAVE EARED IN THE U.S. HE 
DID NOT ASK EOR A SPONSOR. NICKLE SENT AN ANSWER 
TO RATTANA INDICATING THAT OTHER LAOTIANS ENTERED 
THE U.S. AS REEUGEES AND WERE DOING WELL. 

6. SINCE THAT CONTACT, HE HAS HAD NO OTHER 
CORRESPONDENCE EROM RATTANA UNTIL THE RECENTLY 
RECEIVED NEW YEAR'S CARD. 

7. NICKLE IS CONCERNED WITH MESSAGE IN CARD 
BECAUSE HE FEELS IT WILL BE A REQUEST TO ASSIST 
RATTANA IN ESCAPING PROM LAOS. HE WOULD LIKE TO 
ASSIST HIM; HOWEVER, HE HEARD THAT RATTANA HAD A 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 
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CHANCE TO ESCAPE IN 1975 WITH A GROUP OP POUR OR 
PIVE LAOTIANS, BUT THAT HE WAS APRAID AND DID NOT 
GO WITH GROUP. PURTHER, HE HEARD THAT RATTANA MIGHT 
BE A COMMUNIST. NICKLE STATED THAT HE BELIEVED 
THIS GOSSIP CAME PROM VANTONG DUANG PRACHANDR, 

808 THAYER AVE, SILVER SPRINGS, MARYLAND; PHET 
KOSILA, APT 301, 7805 BELPORD DRIVE, ALEXANDRIA, 

VIRGINIA OR KHOMONE MITSRI, LIVING IN CONNECTICUT. 

(HE ADVISED THAT PRACHANDR OR KOSILA WOULD HAVE 
MITSRI'S ADDRESS.) ALL ARE PORMER USAID/LAOS 
EMPLOYEES. 

8. RSO ADVISED NICKLE NOT TO WRITE TO RATTANA 
OR COMMIT HIMSELP TO A COURSE OP ACTION UNTIL 
MORE INPORMATION, IF POSSIBLE, DEVELOPED. 

9. EOR RSO BANGKOK: PLEASE CONDUCT RECORD CHECKS 
ON RATTANA AND CONTACT SHELL OIL TO DETERMINE IP HE 
IS EMPLOYEE AND, IP POSSIBLE, INQUIRE AS TO 
CHARACTER AND POLITICAL LEANINGS. 

10. EOR RSO VIENTIANE: PLEASE CONDUCT CHECKS OP 
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WHATEVER EMBASSY RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE. 

1 1 . EOR SY WASHINGTON: PLEASE HAVE LAOTIANS 
INDICATED IN PARAGRAPH SEVEN INTERVIEWED CONCERNING 
RATTANA WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS PLACED ON POLITICAL 
LEANINGS, CHARACTER, REASONS FOR WANTING TO GO TO 
U.S. AND IF THEY KNOW HIS FAILURE TO ESCAPE WHEN 
PREVIOUS OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED ITSELF. ALSO, PLEASE 
PROVIDE GUIDANCE AS TO NICKLES'S ACTIONS IN THIS 
MATTER. EII.TS 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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